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IKAQI UNDER SECRETARY ISMAT KITTANI'S
VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES

Summarz

Ismat Kittani, one of three under secretaries in
the Iragi Foreign Ministry, will visit Washington
beginning about 5 September to seek increased US
efforts to bring an end to the war with Iran. Kittani
will warn that Iraq will be forced to escalate military
activity in the Gulf if the war continues. He will
urge the US both to prevent third-country--especially
Israeli--sales of US arms to Iran and to encourage
increased Gulf state financial support for Iraq.

Kittani will lobby to keep Iraq off the US list of
countries supporting terrorism. He will portray
Baghdad as part of the moderate Arab camp and minimize
its ties with the USSR. His visit also may lay the
groundwork for a trip to the US by Iragqi Foreign

Minister Tariq Aziz later this year. [::::::::]

This memorandum was prepared by Office of Near
Eastern/South Asian Analysis, Persian Gulf Division/Iran-Iragq
Branch. Comments are welcomed and may be addressed to the Chief,
Persian Gulf Division
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SECRET -
" Personal Backgroqu
Under Secretary Kittani is 4 \ 25X6
dipilomat who is well disposed toward the West, especially the
United States. He is an able spokesman for Iraqi foreign policy 25X

Kittani is well-acquainted with the American political
System as a resudt of his nearly 20 years of service in the
United Nations, culminating in his election as President of the
UN General Assembiy in September 1981. On leaving the UN post in
September 1982 he assumed his present position in the Iraqi 25X1

Foreign Ministry as Under Secretary for Multilateral Affairs.| | 25X1

Kittani is 54 and has a B.A. degree in English and Political
Science from Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois. Although he is
a member ot a prominent Kurdish family, he has supported the
Iraqi regime rather than the Kurdish nationalist cause, believing
there 1s little prospect of creating an independent Kurdistan.
Kittani speaks Kurdish, French, and fluent English. He is

divorced and has a son. [::::::::] 25X1

Issues

Irag-lran war

Kittani's primary message is likely to be that Irag will
escaLate 1ts attacks on Iranian oil targets in the Gulf if there
1S no substantial progress in bringing an end to the war. Iraqi
officiais have stressed to Western diplomats on numerous
Occasions 1n the past several weeks Baghdad's determination to
expana the war. Iraq should be in a good position to launch
attacks on o1l tankers almost anywhere in the Persian Gulf by
this rall wnen tive French Super Etendard naval strike aircraft

are scheduied to be deiivered 25%1
25X1
—=— Baghdaa 1is reiying on US fears that such a move could
bring Iranian retaliation against Gulf oil facilities and
force US involvement in the conflict. Iraqg apparently
hopes that superpower intervention would lead to a
Ceasefrlire and a reopening of the Gulf to Iragi oil —

exports,

Kittani aiso will try to move the US to encourage the Saudis
ana other Gulf Arabs to increase their financial support for
lrag. Baghdad recently has warned the Arab Gulf countries that
1t soon will escalate the war in the Gulf. Baghdad is using this
threat in attempt to extract additional financial aid from its
Arab supporters. We believe Iraq also wants the Gulf countries
to urge the US ana its Western allies to press Iran to come to
the negotiating table. [::::::] 2o%1
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we believe Iraq will, in fact, step up its attacks in the
Gulit if it cannot get sufficient financial aid to cover its
foreign exchange shortfall. We project a $15 billion shortfall
this year. 1Iraq has lined up only $5 billion in foreign exchange
assistance so far and has virtually depleted its foreign exchange
reserves. With no other revenue options, Baghdad already has had

to make sharp import cuts this year and to defer about $4 billion

in payments. 2521

Saies of US arms to Iraqg and Iran

Kittani will argue that the US is not adhering to its
protessed neutrality in the war because it is acquiescing in
biack market sales of US arms to Iran, and in third-country
Sales—--especilally by Israel. He will argue that such sales are a
Primary reason Iran is able to continue the war.

-— Kittani will not accept US claims that it cannot prevent
such sales. He is likely to point out that the US has
stopped aimost all third-country transfers of US arms to

Iraq, and may cite US prohibition of transfers from Egypt, 25%1
Jordan, and Austria.

The US has been successful in preventing most third-country
transrers of US arms to Iran. As a result, Tehran has suffered
from a chronic shortage of armor and spare parts for its
aircraft, forcing it to rely primarily on infantry supported by
artiilery in its attacks on Iraq. Iran's major arms suppliers
are Nortn Korea, Libya, and Syria. | | 25X1

UN Resoiution

Kittani probably will press the US to support a UN
resoiution cailing for a ceasefire in the war and imposing
sanctions on the party--Iran--which refuses to comply. (S NF)

-- The US has supported UN ceasefire resolutions on the war
but has refused to support sanctions for non-compliance.

25%X1
Iraqi-US Ties
Kittani will nold out the possibility of improved ties
between Iragq and the US after the war ends. He will argue that
lmproving ties now would expose Iraq to charges of weakness by
Iran and by Iraq's Arab enemies--Syria and Libya. [::::::] 25%1
- ‘remarks by Iraqi officials suggest the 25%1

leadership has backed away from its previous insistence

that the US revise its policies on Arab-Israeli issues as

a prerequisite for the restoration of full diplomatic

relations. [::::::] 25%1
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Kittani probably will press for economic assistance. He may
ask the US to increase the agricultural credits it granted to
Bagndaa this spring and may seek credit guarantees from the
pxport Import Bank.

Kittani's discussions of diplomatic and trade ties may be
intendea to iay the groundwork for a visit later this year by
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz. The Iraqgi Foreign Minister
will attenda the upcoming UN General Assembly session and may want
to nola aiscussions with US officials as well.

ferrorism

It pressed, Kittani will probably repeat the assurance on
terrorism Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz gave to a Western
dipiomat in December 1982: "Iraq does not permit terrorist acts
to be conducted from Iraqi territory." [ = |

We pelieve Iraq has withdrawn its more obvious support for
terrorist groups, but that it continues covert support to them.

Ties with the USSR

Kittani will downplay Iraq's ties with the Soviets. He will
assert that Iraq continues its military dependence on Moscow
because the USSR is the only country both willing and able to

supply the weapons Iraq needs. [:::::::]

-- Aathough Iraq has diversified its arms purchases since the
late 1970s, Moscow remains Baghdad's major arms
suppiier. Most of the military equipment in Iraqg's
arsenai is ot Soviet origin and the USSR has the largest

group of military advisors in Irag--approximately 1,000.
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Most of Iraq's economic trade, however, is with the West.
Iraq imports only about 12 percent of its goods and services from

the USSR and the Eastern bloc. [:::::j

Iragli Moderation and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Kittani will argue that Iraq accepts the principles embodied
in the Fez Peace Plan adopted at the September 1982 Arab League
Summit. As a sign of Iraq's moderation in foreign affairs,
Kittani will point to Baghdad's good relations with the Gulf
states and Jordan and to the recent improvement in its ties with

Egypt.

Once the Irag-Iran war ends Baghdad will probably again take
a harder line toward Israel, but will try to remain within the
Arab consensus. Iraq will preserve its economic and political
ties with Egypt and the conservative Arabs to counter continuing
hostility from Iran and Syria.
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